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The analysis about the phonetic theory and research method of 0 ng
lok-tek's “The Research on the Phonetic System of Hokkien Languages”

Abstract

Dr. O ng lok-tek (FE &7, 1924-1985) is a pioneer of Taiwanese Independence
Movement, put the purpose of building up the National Identity of Taiwanese through
his life and bared himself into the research about Taiwanese language(Tai-gi) and
engaged in the promotion of the language in the long term. As a linguist, his PhD
Thesis “The Research on the Phonetic System of Hokkien Languages”, which was the
great achievement in his academic works. The book compared the different regions'
dialects and diachronic sounds between each Hokkien languages, trying to analyze the
correspondence relationship of phonological system which was used to build up the
historical structure of the phonetic system of Hokkien Languages.

Except “The Research on the Phonetic System of Hokkien Languages”, professor
0 ng furthermore published other papers, like ‘About the Sip-ngé-im(+7%)’, “The
development of Fujian and the formation of Hokkien languages’, and ‘the phonetic
systems of Chin-chew dialect’, etc. Ong's basic evidence toward the Hokkien phonetic
sources, which was built up by the systematic analysis, provided important reference
materials about the development of Hokkien Languages and the phonetic system of
each dialects in these regions. How did 0 ng speculate and use different materials?
What was the relationship between Ong's research methods and his theory of
phonology? Both are worth to discuss and step into the detail.

The topic I’d like to discuss in this thesis is the theory and method of Ong's
research on phonology, including his use of linguistic materials, also problems or
limitation he encountered during his analyze. | wish to go through the detail of 0 ng's
research discussion, and to observe deeply that how he understood the diachronic
development of Taiwanese pronunciation. To present His important position in the
history of Taiwanese linguistics, through his achievement and contribution on
linguistic research. In order to reconstruct the subjectivity of Taiwanese linguistic
experience through the discussion of methodologies, and to consider the possibilities

of development through Ong’s academic achievements.

Keywords: Ong lok-tek, “The Research on the Phonetic System of Hokkien
Languages”, phonology, variant pronunciations of reading and speaking, historical
phonetic research
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